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Summary 
 
 

What?  
140 Solar Cookers   

 
Where?  

Thuwa Tsang & Agong Chunwa Tibetan Villages 

Jinyuan Tibetan Autonomous Township 

Hualong Hui Autonomous County 

Haidong Region 

Qinghai Province 

PR China 

 
Who?  

140 impoverished Tibetan households   

(952 people) 

 

Cost?  

Donor's Contribution = 12,373 RMB1 

Local Contribution = 6,800 RMB 

Aaron's personal Contribution = 30 RMB 

Total project value = 19,203 RMB (cost per beneficiary = USD$ 2.64)   

                                                        
1 USD$1620 = 12,373 RMB @ 1USD$ = 7.637RMB. 
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Photographs 

 

 

Thuwa Tsang Tibetan Village is a remote mountain village. It is arid with long winters, short 

summers, frequent winds, little rainfall, and long hours of sunshine.  

 

The road to the village is challenging. 



 

Mr. Caihang (b. 1959) of Agong Chunwa Village has a family of eight. As the family head, he must 

stay at home during the season when medicinal herbs are collected to care for the children in his 

family. Before receiving a solar cooker, he made a fire to boil water and cook. Now, he uses the solar 

cooker to boil water and cook.  

 

Ms. Limao Cairang (b. 1956) of Thuwa Tsang Tibetan Village has a family of six. The chunks of yak 

dung behind her are what she burns to make a fire. She told us that, thanks to her new solar cooker, 

she now uses one-third less yak dung than before. 

 



 

 

Ms. Yangtso (b.1956) boils water with her new solar cooker. There are 3 people in her family. She 

estimates 7 minutes is required to boil a pot of water in summer when the sun is very bright. 

 

 

 

Project manager Lerjiater, checks a solar cooker. 
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Final Report 
1. Project Title: Solar Cooker Project for Impoverished Families in Hualong County.  

2. Location: Jinyuan Township, Hualong County, Haidong Region, Qinghai Province.  

3. Applicants: Lerjiater (Aaron) & Local Project Committee. 

4. Implement organization: Project Committee & Shar Dzong Development Group 

5. Duration: 3 weeks.  

6. Place of purchase of the cookers: Liuji Solar Cooker Factory, Dahejia, Gansu Province.  

7. Supervisors: Kevin Stuart PhD. 

8. Donor's Contribution: 12,373 RMB. 

9. Local Villagers' Contribution: 6,800 RMB.  

10. Aaron's Personal Contribution: 30 RMB. 

11. Total value of the project: 19,203 RMB.  

12. Beneficiaries: 140 Tibetan families (952 people).  

13. Contact Person: Lerjiater (Aaron) 

• Email: aaronhualong@hotmail.com//aaronhualong@yahoo.com  

• Tel: 13997483719 

Contact Person 2: Dorji h R- e J,�   

• Address: Awuju A-2R-o.,�Village Primary School, Jinyuan Township, Hualong Hui 

Autonomous County, Haidong Region, Qinghai Province. 
 

• Tel: 13897717517 
 
14. Project start date: June 6, 2007    

15. Project completion date: 1 July 2007  
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Project Participants  

Name Responsibilities Occupation 

Lerjiater (Aaron) Project applicant, manager University Student 

Kevin Stuart Project supervisor English language teacher 

Dorji hR- eJ, Manager  Local Teacher 

Pencu 1/- 5S$?, Manager Villager 

Zhaxi�2N->A?, Manager Government official  

Gedeng 5 K-.2%- , Manager Village leader  

Mani 3- /?, Manager Villager  

Zhandeng .P- :..,� Manager  Local teacher 

Tsehang 5 K- .2%- , Manager Villager 

Dorji hR- eJ, Manager Villager 
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Ms. Lharejie (b. 1961) of Agong Chunwa has a family of five. 
Only she collects fuel, such as the bushes behind her. She is 
sure she will collect fewer bushes and less yak dung, thanks 

to her new solar cooker. 

Dear All,  

We are pleased to report the very successful completion of a solar cooker project for 140 
impoverished Tibetan families in 
Thuwa Tsang & Agong Chunwa 
villages, Jinyuan Tibetan Autonomous 
Township, Hualong Hui Autonomous 
County, Haidong Region, Qinghai 
Province that was financied by 
Winnie Au and friends.  

This solar cooker distribution 
project was completed July 1, 2007. 
This project greatly benefited 140 
families (952 Tibetans).  

You provided 12,373 RMB for this 
solar cooker project. We spent 
11,968 RMB to purchase 90 solar 
cookers for 88 impoverished Tibetan 
families. One solar cooker cost 136 
RMB. The total administrative cost 
was 133 RMB. Each family that 
received a solar cooker contributed 
50 RMB as local contribution for this 
project which, in total, amounted to 
6,800 RMB. This fund was used to purchase 50 additional solar cookers. All the solar cookers 
were distributed to Tibetan households in Agong Chunwa and Thuwa Tsang villages in 
Jinyuan Tibetan Autonomous Township.  

The villagers who benefited from the solar cookers are very happy and very much 
appreciate your help and kindness.        

On behalf of all the villagers from Agong Chunwa and Thuwa Tsang, we express our deep 
gratitude for your kindness and help. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Shar Dzong Development Group & Aaron (Lerjiater) 
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Project Activities 

2007 Participants Activities Expenses 

RMB 

June 6 Aaron Wrote application  0.00 

June 8 Dr. Kevin Stuart & Aaron Project approved  0.00 

June 9 Aaron Contacted the solar cooker factory 6.00 

June 10 Dorji Informed villagers that that the project was 

approved 

15.00 

June 11 Dorji Collected local contribution  15.00 

June 12 Dorji Collected local contribution  15.00 

June 13 Aaron  Phoned the factory to decide date of 

transporting the solar cookers 

4.00 

June 14 Dorji, Aaron & village 

committee members  

Selected the recipient families 35.00 

June 15 Dorji, Aaron & village 

committee members 

Transported the solar cookers and distributed 

the solar cookers to recipient families  

30.00 

 

June 23 Dorji, Aaron & village 

committee members 

Transported the solar cookers and distributed 

the solar cookers to recipient families  

23.00 

June 24 Dorji, Aaron & village 

committee members 

Visited recipient families, interviewed 

recipients and took pictures  

20.00 

July 1, 

2007 

Aaron  Wrote final report   

Total 163.00 
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Project Background 

 
This project location in Jinyuan Township is located in the east of Hualong Hui Autonomous County, 

which is 200 km east of Xining City, the capital city of Qinghai Province, PR China. Locals are 

farmers who scratch out a living from the infertile soil of the surrounding mountains. All residents 

depend on non-irrigated fields and a few head of yak, sheep and goats per household. The village 

leaders estimate that village income averages between 250 and 300 RMB per person per year, earned 

mostly through collecting medicinal herbs and selling them to local traders. With such limited 

income, most households accumulate large debts.   

 

The villages have little cultivated land. Irrigated fields are mostly sown to wheat, the staple crop of 

many local Tibetan villages, which is then used to make bread and noodles. Villagers grow potatoes, 

rapeseed, beans and barley on non-irrigated land. Barley is primarily used to feed livestock. Current 

wheat yields are so low that they do not meet a household’s yearly needs; on average, each family 

purchases about 1,000 kg of wheat annually. Local wheat sellers and wealthier families have loaned 

wheat on interest. A 50 kg sack of wheat costs 118 RMB at current prices. This represents an average 

household expenditure for wheat of about 2,200 RMB per year.  
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Financial Record for Donor's Fund 

Item  Quantity Unit Price  Total Price 

Solar cookers 90 solar cookers 136 RMB/cooker 12,240 

Administrative fee   133 

Total   12,373 

 

 

 

Financial Record for Local Contribution  

Item  Quantity Unit Price  Total Price 

Solar cookers 50 solar cookers 136 RMB/cooker 6,800 

Total   6,800 
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Receipts 

 

90 solar 

cookers 

50 solar 

cookers 

mgt. fee 



 13 

Recipients’ Names and Fingerprints 

 

 

 



 14 



 15 



 16 

 

 


